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Worship Schedule 
 

November 1 
All Saints Day 

Theme:  Remembering Our Friends Who Have Gone Before 
The sacrament of communion will be celebrated. 

Offering of stewardship cards for 2016. 
Daylight Savings Time ends. 

 
November 8 

Theme:  Remembering Our Freedoms 
 

November 15 

Theme:  Remembering our ChurchΩs Heritage  

on the 125th anniversary of AsburyΩs dedication 
 

November 22 
Theme:  Remembering to Give Thanks 
Baptism of Vida Paige Markward 

 
November 29 

First Sunday of Advent 
Theme:  Remembering What Christmas Is All About 



Our Common Humanity 
by Pastor Phil 

 

άRejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.έ 
        Romans 12:15 

 

άFlaws and vulnerabilities destroy the illusion of self-sufficiency and can open our 
eyes to our common humanity.  Flaws and vulnerabilities can build the bridge to 

human community and to a relationship with the divine.έ      τ Desmond Tutu 
 
 Occasionally I learn that a member has been ill or experienced a fall or 

been in the hospital or had some other kind of struggle which I didnΩt know about 
at the time.  I always feel bad that I wasnΩt able to be more supportive but, of 
course, I didnΩt know. 

 Whenever itΩs appropriate, I am glad to be made aware of such needs.  
Although thereΩs often not much I or anyone else can άdo,έ we can pray and    
provide care in the ways we are able.  So I encourage you to let me know when 

you or another member is experiencing challenges.  It is never a άbother.έ   

 With that in mind, I want to share briefly about challenges which my family 
has experienced this year.  The transition from adolescence to adulthood is  
harder for some young people than others.  Our son Andrew has had several   
difficulties this year. 

 Recently, he moved to a small group home in Henry County (near Toledo).  
The home is administered by the Lutheran Homes Society.  He lives with two  
other young men on the autism spectrum.  

 While we are grateful for this living arrangement, and while we try to      
remain hopeful and positive about independent living in the future, our hearts 
have been heavy at times.  Your prayers are welcome and appreciated.  

 

Asburyôs Limited Activity List 
  

Sarah Moore Home 
 26 N. Union St. Delaware, Oh.  43015 

Bob Fair 
Maxine Main 

                                                            Bob May 
                                                   

Willow Brook Christian Village 
100 Willow Brook Way S. Delaware, Oh. 43015 

Dottie Florance 
Charlotte Gallant  
Betty Leslie  
Dick Wickham 

  
Willow Brook at Delaware Run 

100 Delaware Crossing West, Delaware, Oh. 43015 
Judy McCartney 

  
Delaware Court 

4 New Market Dr. Delaware, Oh. 43015 
Arlene McDowell 
Pat McLead 

  
At Home 

Helen Berrisford 
275 N. Union, Delaware, Oh. 43015 

 
Janet Gallant 

74 Orchard Heights, Delaware, Oh. 43015 
  

Jo Stone  
201 Holl Rd. NE. Apt. 218A   
North Canton, Oh. 44720 

  
Howard Blanchard 
160 Cider Mill Rd. 

Glastonbury, CT. 06033 
  

Fran King 
100 N. Washington Street 



WITH SINCERE THANKS! 
 

 
 
Dear Asbury Friends, 
 
On September 13 you surprised me with a beautiful recognition of my forty 
years of service at Asbury.  This time has been both a wonderful learning and 
serving opportunity for me, and it has provided a meaningful church home for 
our family.  Thank you for the gifts presented on that day:  the creation of a 
scholarship fund for our Asbury Organ Academy students and the commission-
ing of a new anthem from John Ferguson for our Junior and Adult choirs to sing 
together.  I have been loving and playing the music of John Ferguson through-
out these forty years.  Having one of his anthems crafted for our church and our 
choirs is a beautiful addition to our music resources.  We will share this anthem 
in worship on Sunday morning, November 22. 
 
I also wish to make one addition to those I thanked in my remarks in September.  
I am extremely grateful to the congregation, to the clergy and support staff with 
whom I have served; to Roy Reed, Carol Brulotte, Jennifer Wood, and Bob 
Nims; but I overlooked thanking my dear husband and family who know that   
almost nothing happens in our household until ñafter Mom practices.ò  I could not 
have done this job without their love and support. 
 

       -Sally Casto 
 
 

How Do We Measure Greatness? 

By Vicki Lefevre, Lay Leader 

We live in a culture that often seems obsessed with statistics or ñhard dataò to explain, 
analyze, persuade, or draw conclusions about virtually any topic known to human kind. Daily, 
we can learn by how many points the stock market either rose or fell. Within seconds as we sit 
at our computers, we can find reliable information on the percentages of new moms who 
breast feed or the number of yards that OSU quarterback Cardale Jones gained in the air or on 
the ground in last weekôs big game. Recently, in response to President Obamaôs invitation to 
do so after another mass shooting, this time in Oregon, journalists uncovered statistics on how 
many Americans have been killed by terrorist attacks compared to how many have been    
murdered by guns. We seem drawn to quantifiable data to help us understand, survive, even 
improve sometimes, this crazy world we call home.    

Every week at worship, the Head Usher for that month counts the number of people 
who are in attendance that day. That figure is then published in the Sunday bulletin the next 
week. Since I am Head Usher three months of the year and I am responsible for the count on 
ñmyò Sundays, I am especially cognizant that we usually have between 160 to 210 folks in  
worship most Sundays, fewer in the summer months, and predictably more folks around the 
holidays.  I ask you:  is Asbury a more successful church when we have more people present 
in Sunday worship? If yes, then should we worry if our numbers trend lower than usual several 
weeks in a row? And, should we concern ourselves with other statistics surrounding the     
number of people in worship? How many youth attend? How many young families are present? 
How many minorities are represented? What is the average income, level of education and 
other demographics of our Sunday worshippers?  

How important are these numbers to Godôs work? Which statistics can equip us to act 
as better stewards of Jesusô teachings? Are numbers important at all when we are considering 
our lives as Christians?  Recently, I read the following quote from a website called Clergy  
Coaching Network, ñThe mark of a great church is not how many people come, but how many 
people live differently for having been there.ò  

I remember one Sunday a few years ago when I arrived in church feeling sad, stuck, 
and more than a little depressed about a situation in my life that I did not know how to resolve. 
A grace-filled moment occurred for me when Pastor Phil offered his Benediction. From the   
pulpit, both arms stretching upward, he said, ñGo forth from this place to live simply, love    
generously, speak truthfully, serve faithfully, and leave the rest to God.ò As I listened, I realized 
that I could do these things, or at least I could try.   His Benediction offered me an ñaction planò 
of sorts on how to live, love, speak, and serveðtrusting God with the rest.   As I left church, I 
felt hopeful, even energized.  I do not know how many people were in church that day, but I am 
certain that I was changed for having been in attendance. (Pastor Phil later told me that this 
Benediction was taken from the teachings of Fred Craddock. I now have a copy posted by   
magnet on my refrigerator so that I read it every day.)  

Certainly, there are many qualities that make a church ñgreatò and statistics cannot 
measure the meaningfulness of most of the things we value about worship like hugs,            
encouraging words, the passing of the peace, the signing at the altar, voices united in the  
singing of favorite hymns; however, I concur with the idea that we should be changed all week 
by our presence in Sunday worship.  What good is it to have even 1000 people in church (think 
mega churches) if no one is changed for having been there? One hour per week does not a 
Christian make.   I pray that all of us leave Sunday worship transformed in ways that please 
Godð100% of the time. 



United Methodist Women 
 

 . 

BOOK REVIEW              By Mona Ray 
 
  

 A HISTORY OF THE ROMANI PEOPLE looks like a children's book.  It 

isn't.  A thousand years ago, a group of people who later became the Romani 

were driven out of northern India.  This book tells how the people developed as 

they spread across Europe.  Each country added a flavor.  The group traveled the 

world always looking for acceptance.  Their customs, laws, and religions are      

discussed, plus many pictures help you to see the people as ordinary yet different.  

This is a great overall review of the Romani people.  It is from the Education for 

Mission  category. 

UMW SOUP LUNCH & BAKE SALE 
 
      The UMW will be having the Soup Lunch and Bake Sale on November 8 

after church as a fund raising event for UMW missions.  The menu will include a 

choice of vegetable beef, tomato basil, or potato soup, hot dogs, applesauce, 

and bread.  Carry out will be available.   

 

      You will have an opportunity to sign-up to bring items for the bake sale and/

or soup ingredients on November 1 in the great room.  We hope you can join us 

on November 8 to support the mission work of UMW. 

HANGING OF THE GREENS 

 It is once again time to decorate the halls of Asbury!!! The Worship     
Committee invites one and all to come to the church on Saturday , December 5th 
from 10:00 to 12:00 noon for the annual Hanging of the Greens.  This is a great 
time to enjoy fellowship with one another.    

 While the adults hang the greens, the children can decorate the Christmas 
tree and participate in a Christmas craft.  In addition to preparing Asbury for Ad-
vent and Christmas we will enjoy hot cider and donuts.  Let us come together as 
a church family in this annual start to the  Christmas season. 

Peter Baylis, Worship Committee 

 

MISSION TRIP TO HAITI 

 We are seeking interested individuals to go to Espwa in Haiti in May/June 
2016. Several people have identified an interest in taking a mission trip and      
returning to the Espwa orphanage in Haiti. Kelsey Ullom, OWU graduate and   
former volunteer coordinator at Espwa, and fellow Asbury member,  has indicated 
her desire to return - so we have the best guide available! 

 If you have an interest in traveling to Espwa, or if you cannot attend but are     
interested in supporting a mission trip to Espwa, please contact Jim Dietz. 

 



 

Gifts of Hope – Alternative Christmas Gifts 
Sunday December 6, 2015 

 

 

As we did last year in preparation for the Christmas gift-
giving season, Asburyôs Mission and Outreach Committee 
is sponsoring an alternative gift fair.   
 

During the social hour after church, members of the      
Asbury family will be able to purchase gifts offered by our 
partner agencies or make a donation to them in exchange 
for a token that can be given as a gift.  Examples might be 
a box of hand-made Christmas cards made by children in 
an agency program or a tree ornament representing a  
donation for building materials or a bag of groceries.   
 

Partner agencies are Andrews House, Common Ground 
Free Store, Family Promise, Habitat for Humanity, the 
Womenôs School at Mulungwishi, and PIN.  There will be 
a range of prices to suit a range of budgets.  Proceeds 
from the sale of items benefit the partner agency offering 
the gift. 
 

Volunteers would be appreciated to move tables and help 
agencies set up during the 9:30-10:30 Sunday school 
hour. 
 

New this year:  Donation boxes will be available at      

Asbury December 6-20 to collect NEW items for partner 

agencies:  socks and underwear, diapers, toys, childrenôs 

books, canned food. 

 

My ministry is off to a good start and I wanted to thank you all 
again for teaching me with patience. 

I also wanted to thank you for the beautiful communion kit.  I used 
it this month and I could tell the people I visited were impressed 
and appreciated the beauty it added.    

            Blessings! 
Julie Fairchild 

 
Julie was our seminary intern.  Now she is the student pastor  

at Scioto and Harmony United Methodist Churches. 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

 By now, all members and friends of Asbury should have received a letter from 
the Finance/Stewardship Committee.  That letter invited folks to submit a pledge 
card for their 2016 giving, to consider end-of-life giving to Asbury Church, and to   
reflect each week on ways they had represented God in their daily lives.  The pledge 
cards will be collected on All Saints Day, Sunday, November 1

st
.   Cards to use for 

reflecting on weekly stewardship will be available after that date, as well.  Thanks for 
your prayerful consideration of these issues. 

Finance/Stewardship Committee 

ASBURYôS PIN GARDEN 
 

Thanks to all who contributed to the maintenance and harvesting of         
Asburyôs PIN Garden.  Over the summer from available reports, we          

delivered the following to the People-in-Need (PIN) office in Delaware:  9.25 
pounds of broccoli; 64 pounds of cucumbers; 51 pounds of green beans; 7 pounds 
of lettuce; 3.75 pounds of onions; 5.5 pounds of parsley; 13 pounds of radishes; 16 
pounds of spaghetti squash; 44 pounds of tomatoes; and 20 pounds of turnips for a 
total of 233.5 pounds of fresh produce!!   We know the PIN clients appreciated the 
fresh vegetables! 

PIN Garden Committee 



SPOTLIGHT ON SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
 
Sunday School Mission Project: Chicks for Heifer International 
The Deep Blue childrenôs curriculum includes Heifer International as a mission 
project this year. For the first few months, our weekly offering will go towards 
the purchase of flocks of chickens ï $20 per flock of 10 chicks. So far, the    
children have contributed enough to purchase two flocks of chickens!  They are 
learning how our efforts can help families around the world and will be inviting 
the Tweens, Teens, and Adult Sunday school classes to join them in this effort. 
Watch our bulletin board at the entrance to the Education Wing to check our 
progress.  
 

Heifer International, founded in 1944, is a non-profit organization dedicated to 
ending hunger and poverty and caring for the Earth. Heifer provides livestock, 
trees, seeds, and training in environmentally sound agriculture to families in 30 
countries, including the United States. Each family recipient passes on animals 
or time and knowledge to their neighbors, thereby spreading the Heifer gifts 
throughout the community.  
 

Childrenôs Sunday School Lessons: God Blesses Us 
In November, children continue to learn stories of how God worked in the lives 
of people long ago and how God helps us today. The Anchor Point (main idea) 
this month is ñGod blesses us,ò and the Bible verse that children learn to say 
and sign is ñThe Lord bless you and keep you.ò (Numbers 6:24) Weekly lessons 
focus on these stories: 
Nov. 1 Jacob and Esau (Genesis 25:19-28) 
Nov. 8 The Birthright (Genesis 25:29-34) 
Nov. 15 The Blessing (Genesis 27:1-46) 
Nov. 22 Jacobôs Ladder (Genesis 28:10-22) 
Nov. 29 Elizabeth and Zechariah (Luke 1:5-25) 
 

Christian Education Projects in December: 
Thursday, Dec. 3 Cookie Decorating for Andrews House (sponsored with 
   Lydia Circle) 
Sunday, Dec.13  Christmas Pageant ï All children and youth welcome to 
   participate; details to come.  
 

Susan Speer-Powers 

 

FIRST THURSDAY RECITAL SERIES 
WELCOMES ORGANIST JOSHUA BRODBECK 

 
 On Thursday, November 5, at 12:15pm we will once again have the       
opportunity to hear Joshua Brodbeck in recital.  A frequent guest on our series, 
Josh serves as Minister of Music at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Upper        
Arlington and as Organist in Residence at the Methodist Theological School.  A  
graduate of Capital University and a former student of Todd Wilson and Steve 
Jacoby (who will play for us in March), Josh was a winner of American Guild of 
Organist Young Artist competitions in both 2007 and 2009.  Josh is a dazzling 
performer who never fails to delight his audiences, whether he is offering classic 
repertoire or introducing a new composer to us.  As always, tables will be set and 
beverages provided for those who wish to enjoy lunch during the recital. 

2016 ASBURY ARTS SERIES CONCERTS 
Save these dates! 

 
 
 Itôs not too soon to reserve these days for future Arts Series concerts in 
the coming year:  On February 28 at 4:00 pm, Bob Nims will direct the Asbury  
Chancel Choir in the performance of Bachôs Cantata 131 and Michael Tippettôs  
A Child of Our Time.  On April 17 at 4:00 pm, Erika Eckert and Abigail Nims,   
former Delaware residents and now faculty artists at the University of Colorado 
School of Music, will present a concert of music for voice and viola entitled 
Home from the Hills.  On May 15 at 4:00 pm, we will enjoy another recital offered 
by Marilyn and Bob Nims.    



 
NEIGHBORHOOD BLOCK PARTY 

 
 In September the Chi Phi fraternity across from Asbury asked the       
Mission and Outreach Committee if Asbury would be interested in being one of 
several neighborhood organizations to help plan and carryout a block party for 
those people living in our neighborhood. The purpose of such a party is to help 
the people who comprise the various entities of our neighborhood, church,     
fraternity, town folk, to know one another better, and thereby to begin breaking 
down the invisible-but-real walls that separate us. The Committee unanimously 
agreed that we would like to do so, and Pastor Phil indicated his approval of the 
endeavor. The other organizations working with us are:  Northwest 
Neighborhood Association, Women's City Club, and the OWU Service Learning 
Center.  
 
 On Saturday morning, November 7th, Franklin Street from Lincoln to   
Griswold will be blocked off from traffic, and the block party will occur from noon 
until 4:00 pm. Asburyôs parking lot and the grassy area of Chi Phi fraternity 
house will have games and activities for both children and adults, and several 
vendors will provide food, and informational tours of the Chi Phi house and 
Asburyôs worship area will be provided.  
  

 This event is a wonderful opportunity for us to extend a hand of 

friendship and hospitality to our neighbors and come to know and appreciate 

them. 

Lew Fikes 

NURSERY & CHILDRENôS CORNER 
 
 Weôd like to thank some of Asburyôs ñbehind the sceneò volunteers; our 
Nursery and Childrenôs Corner volunteers.  They each commit to assisting the 
children of Asbury during worship 8-10 times per year.  We are always happy to 
have more assistance!  If you are interested in serving, please contact Angie 
Haase at 740-369-3869 or ahaase@columbus.rr.com. 
 
NURSERY VOLUNTEERS 
 Leslie & Kris Boey    Erika & Robert Maxwell 
 Sarah & Tom Brook   Destiny Smith 
 Dana Goodman    Mike Smith 
 Angie Haase    Trista & Lillian Todt 
 Sue & Karl Hetzel    Lauren Vermilion 
 Dee Ketterling   Aimee Welsh 
 Paige & Jordan Markward   Tammey & Elizabeth Wilden 
 
CHILDRENôS CORNER VOLUNTEERS 
 Jill  Bixler     Nancy Prindle 
 Khara & Justin Cook  Amy Spencer  
 Dana Goodman    Jen Villanueva-Henkle 
 Angie Haase    Jennifer & Terry Wood 
 Ashley & Dave Hejmanowski Amy Zoller 
 Rachel List    

Dear Asbury Community, 
 
Having just returned from an extended visit in DC, we wanted to let you know 
how Noah made me go through all the cards that he received for his 16

th
      

birthday, so many of which were from you all.  Imagine that!  A sixteen year old 
boy in a boyôs dorm enjoying looking at his birthday cards which he keeps in his 
top desk drawer!  

 
 for making his 16

th
 birthday away from home as happy as it could be. 

 
Leslie and Terry Beyer-Hermsen 



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

1  Staff Appreciation  
 Willowbrook Service 2p 
ñ1776ò rehearsal 2p 
 Rabbits N Smores 4p 
 EYG    7p 
 
                 

2 
UMW Meeting 4:30p 
Church Conference 7p 
          @ Sunbury UMC 
Boy Scouts 7p 
 

3 Board of Elections 
                        Voting 
 Kiwanis 5:45p 
ñ1776ò rehearsal 6:30p 
Christian Educ. Comm. 7p 

4 
Alleluia & Junior Choir 4:15p

MAP 5:15p 

Teen Choir 5:30p

Bell Choir 6p 

Journey  7p  

Adult Choir 7p

8  Noisy Coin 
 
UMW Soup Lunch &  
Bake Sale 9a-3p 
ñ1776 ñ rehearsal 2pm 
EYG    7:00p 
 
 
 

9 
Boy Scouts 7p 
Scouts Committee 7p 
 

10 
Alzheimer Support 1p 
ñ1776ô rehearsal 6:30p 

11 
Alleluia & Junior Choir 4:15p

MAP 5:15p 

Teen Choir 5:30p

Bell Choir 6p 

Journey  7p  

Adult Choir 7p

15 
December Messenger 
Submittal Deadline! 
 
Rabbits N Smores 4p 
EYG  7:00p 

16          

Boy Scouts 7p 
 

17 
Kiwanis 5:45p 
 
 

18 
Alleluia & Junior Choir 4:15p

MAP 5:15p 

Teen Choir 5:30p

Bell Choir 6p 

Journey  7p  

Adult Choir 7p

22 
ñ1776ò rehearsal 2-5p 
Rabbits N Smores 4-H 
                               4p 
EYG   7:00p 
 

23 
Boy Scouts 7p 

24 
 
 

25 
Alleluia & Junior Choir 4:15p

MAP 5:15p 

Teen Choir 5:30p

Bell Choir 6p 

Journey  7p  

Adult Choir 7p

29 - 1st Advent Sunday 
 
EYG   7:00p 

30 
Boy Scouts 7p 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

  Italian Dinner 5

 

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Alleluia & Junior Choir 4:15p 

MAP 5:15p 

Teen Choir 5:30p 

Bell Choir 6p 

Journey  7p  

Adult Choir 7p 

5  
Organ Recital 12:15p 
SPRC 7p 
Mission & Outreach 7p 
Trust Committee 7p 
ñ1776ò rehearsal 6:30p 

6 
Prayer Group 8:00a 

7 
Neighborhood Block 
Party  12 noon—4pm 

Alleluia & Junior Choir 4:15p 

MAP 5:15p 

Teen Choir 5:30p 

Bell Choir 6p 

Journey  7p  

Adult Choir 7p 

12 
Trustees Mtg. 7p 
DCP Board Mtg. 7p 
 

13 
Prayer Group 8:00a 
 
 

14 

Alleluia & Junior Choir 4:15p 

MAP 5:15p 

Teen Choir 5:30p 

Bell Choir 6p 

Journey  7p  

Adult Choir 7p 

19 

Messenger Mailing  
                    Crew  9am 
 
 

20 
Prayer Group 8:00a 
 

21 
 

Alleluia & Junior Choir 4:15p 

MAP 5:15p 

Teen Choir 5:30p 

Bell Choir 6p 

Journey  7p  

Adult Choir 7p 

26 
 
 
 
 

27 
Prayer Group 8:00a 

28 
 

 
 
 

Trustees of Month - 
  Ann Davis 
  Anne Frye 
  Kris Boey 
  Ruth Ward 
  Jim OôNeal 
 

Usher Captain -  
  Dennis Sheets 
 
 

Italian Dinner 5-7p 


